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for The People's Journal had a profound influence on students.
Another of the edijtors of The People's Journal was Wang Ching-wei,
who first met Sun in America and, later, became one of his closest
and most able supporters.
The People's Journal did much to bring into the movement a
larger proportion of intellectuals but it is an exaggeration to suggest,
as has been done, that before this the revolutionary movement was
confined to the "lower classes".
Two thousand copies of each issue of The People's Journal were
circulated amongst the students in Japan and another thousand
went direct into China. Passed from hand to hand, the paper soon
attracted the attention of the Manchu authorities and it became
^risky to have any part in its circulation. Nevertheless the demand
was so great that copies published at twenty cents were sold some-
times for two dollars. Only important articles were printed and
these were often reprinted as broadsheets, both in China and abroad.
Although Sun was the dominant leader of the league the organisa-
tion was run on quite democratic lines and his part in the editing
and production of The People*s Journal does not seem to have been
very great. Nevertheless the policy advocated by the Journal was
Sun's policy and undoubtedly his flair for effective propaganda
contributed much to its great influence.
By modern standards a circulation of three thousand copies seems
trivial, but, it must be remembered, the people who could read in
j, China were then but a small proportion of the whole population
and, because there were few newspapers, each copy had many
readers. Almost every student who returned to China was infected
by this revolutionary writing. They went to all parts of China and,
because of their western .learning, were listened to with respect.
Many became teachers in educational institutions, which, gave them
excellent opportunities to spread their doctrine and not a few, re-
turning from the military academies of Japan, became officers in
the Chinese army which they gradually imbued with revolutionary
teachings.
"After the creation of The League of Sworn Brothers," wrote Sun,
"I began to believe that a new era of the Chinese revolution was
opening before us. ... I became convinced that the great cause of
the Chinese Revolution would be accomplished during my lifetime.*7
Financial support for the league came, to a large extent, from
the rich merchant members of the brandies in such countries as
Hawaii, Malaya and America, but the poorest members in, these